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sealskin sack the hall mark of wealth and fashion.
While, however, the killing of the buffalo was al-
lowed to go on without official check, the Govern-
ment in 1870 inaugurated a system to preserve the
seal herds which was perhaps the earliest step in
a national conservation policy. The sole right of
killing was given to the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany with restrictions under which it was be-
lieved that the herds would remain undiminished.
The catch was limited to one hundred thousand
a year; it was to include only male seals; and it
was to be limited to the breeding grounds on the
Pribilof Islands.

The seals, however, did not confine themselves
to American territory. During the breeding season
they ranged far and wide within a hundred miles of
their islands; and during a great part of the yea.r
they were to be found far out in the Pacific. The
value of their skins attracted the adventurous of
many lands, but particularly Canadians; and Van-
couver became the greatest center for deep-sea
sealing. The Americans saw the development of
the industry with anger and alarm. Considering
the seals as their own, they naturally resented this
unlimited exploitation by outsiders when Ameri-
cans themselves were so strictly limited by law